
 
 

Shakespearean Insults: Family Activities 
 
You may not know it but Shakespeare was a master of insults. All these activities 
use insults that Shakespeare included in his plays.  
 
Choose one or more family members who you would like to insult, to join in with you.  
 
Start with the Insult Generator and then try as many of the activities as you like, to 
play with Shakespeare’s words.   
 

1. Insult Generator 
Pick a word from each column to create the most ridiculous insult you can think of. 
Get your family members to make their own too.  
Start by saying Thou art a… 
For example, ‘Thou art a waggish, onion-eyed, dogfish!’ 
 
Thou art a….  

Puking Clay-brained Canker blossom 
Goatish Dog-hearted Clot pole 
Waggish Evil-eyed Hedge-pig 
Purpled Beetle-headed Dogfish 
Greasy  Onion-eyed Eggshell 
Grizzled Paper-faced Bum 
Rank Beef-witted Pantaloon 

 
Take it in turns to verbally throw the insults to each other. Nominate someone else in 
your house to decide on the funniest insult. The winner becomes the Shakespearean 
Insult Champion.  
 
Top tip: You could make a badge for them with their winning insult! 
 
If you need more insults then check out our online Insult Generator game which is 
available here.   
 

2. Letter Writing  
• Write down your three favourite insults from the Insult Generator. E.g. 

‘Grizzled, paper-faced, eggshell’ plus two more.  
• Choose a fictional character from one of your favourite stories who has done 

something that you think is wrong. They could be the main character, the 
villain or a supporting character. 

• Write them a letter explaining why they are wrong and what they should 
have done differently. Try to include your three favourite Shakespearean 

insults! You could invite this character to join you for a duel (sword fight) 
and describe exactly what the consequences are for their behaviour.  

 



 
 

Top tip: Make the letter look like it was written in Elizabethan England by tearing the 
edges, and using a wet teabag to colour the paper.   
 

3. Pictionary 
Using the Insult Generator, a big piece of paper and pens play Pictionary. Draw the 
insults out and get your family to guess correctly! 
You can play in a pair, or get the whole family involved.  
 
Two people playing 

• One person chooses two words from the Insult Generator (e.g. Greasy, 
Hedge-pig) and draw an image for both for your opponent to guess.  

• The opponent gets a point for every correct guess  
• The person drawing gets a point for every incorrect guess.   
• Remember to keep score, and take it in turns. 
• Give yourself one minute per go.  

Teams playing 
• Split your family into two teams 
• Each team takes it in turns to have one person drawing while the rest guess. 

One person draws for their team to guess.  
• The person drawing chooses words from the Insult Generator and gets 

creative.  
• Set a timer for 3 minutes, and see how many insults you can draw and guess 

in that time.  
• Remember to keep score, and then let the other team have a go.  

 
Top Tip: Frame some of your original artwork or give it pride of place on the fridge! 
 

4. Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Plan a Shakespearean themed Easter Egg Hunt. Only this year your family will be 
hunting for your horrible insults instead of delicious chocolate eggs! 
 
You can either write down the insults yourself or use the ready-made insults on the 
next page.  You could take it in turns with your family members so that everyone 
gets a chance to hide the clues, and hunt the clues!  
 

• Cut up the ten insults below so they are all individual rectangles.  
• On the back of each one, write down a clue for where they will find the next 

insult, perhaps which room it is hidden in. This could be a line from a 
Shakespeare play, or a riddle that is a specific clue that relates to a room in 
your house.  

•  For example, ‘O Sleep! O gentle sleep! ‘ or ’Where you count sheep to 
fall asleep’  means that the next insult is hidden in a bedroom. 

• Carefully hide the clues in the right order so they take your family on a 
little adventure. You could follow them and offer them support by telling 

them if they are ‘warmer’ or ‘colder’ to finding the Insults.   



 
 

Top Tip: End your Insult Easter Egg Hunt with a real chocolate egg for the winner, or 
if you are feeling especially mean, you could just end with an insult!! 
 
 
Extension activity: Create your own Shakespearean insults and repeat the Easter 
Egg Hunt with them. Try to be as creative as possible!  
 
 
 

 
You secret, black and midnight 

hag! 
 
(Macbeth) 

 
Here’s a young and sweating 

devil here! 
 
(Othello) 

 
Go to, you are a saucy boy. 

 
 
(Romeo & Juliet) 

 
I am sick when I do look on 

thee. 
 
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream) 

 
Get you gone, you dwarf! 

 
 
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream) 

 
Thou cream-faced loon! 

 
 
(Macbeth) 

 
O gull, o dolt, as ignorant as dirt! 

 
(Othello) 

 
 What ho, you man, you beast. 

 
(Romeo & Juliet) 

 
 

You are as ugly as a bear. 
 
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream) 

 
 

You egg! Young fry of treachery! 
 

(Macbeth) 
 
 

Share your Shakespearean Insult activities with us on Twitter by 
tagging @SSF_UK and using #EggstremeInsults 


