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What is it? 

In a unique year, Coram Shakespeare Schools Festival

is staging an ambitious and exciting new initiative - 

and we want your school to be a part of it

On 20 November 2020 - World
Children’s Day - thousands of children
from hundreds of schools from across
the UK and beyond will take part in a
world record breaking night of theatre -
performing Shakespeare in their 

schools. Arts venues may be closed –
but the young people of this country
will stage an extraordinary night of
live performance. Through the
biggest theatrical event of the year,
together, we’ll show how our children
and our teachers are the best hope
for the future.

“I felt like I had conqueredthe world. It was the best dayof my life.”



November
A record breaking 

One Night of Shakespeare
At 7pm, schools will perform CSSF abridged Shakespeare plays in

theatres created in their schools - in the dining hall, the school hall, the
classroom or even on the playing field. This joyful celebration of
Shakespeare and theatre will be hosted online by our celebrity

Patrons. 20 November 2020 will be a unique evening of
theatre helping our children and communities reconnect
and rediscover how Shakespeare and performance can
enrich and inspire.

June - September
Digital training 

Twelve hours of learning streamed online over the summer and
autumn, led by our artistic associates, giving our teachers the tools

they need to stage Shakespeare in school – and how to rehearse and
stage plays under social distancing restrictions.

From September
Buddy system 

Schools across the UK will be linked up to support each other and
enrich their practice, creating a dialogue between children about the

stories, themes and issues that matter to them

September/October 
In-school workshops

Half day session in school with an SSF practitioner, working with the
cast and further training the staff team. Schools rehearse to the

timetable that works for them.

How does it work?



* 89% of students say they enjoy
working as a team more

* 90% of students say they are more
comfortable trying new things

* 91% of students say they are more
confident

* 83% of students say they are more interested
in Shakespeare

* 86% of students say they are more able to
express themselves

“I used to get in trouble a lot. But
taking part in drama has helped
my behaviour. I feel like this is

one lesson that I don’t have to get
stressed about. It’s helped me to

be calm.”   
Farah, 14, Levenshulme High School,

Manchester

Festival 2020 is a programme of hope and renewal. Together, we’ll show that
out of the darkest times, we can demonstrate the best of ourselves. Through

these timeless plays and universal characters, we’ll give children the skills and
creativity they need for life, teachers the tools to accelerate learning and families

the chance to celebrate what is possible. 

What's the result?

Our evaluation shows how children and

teachers benefit from our work:

“Setting the story in our area

has helped us to face up to

the reality of gang violence.”



Find out more

ssf_uk

ssf_uk

ShakespeareSchoolsFestival

shakespeareschools.org/contacts

How can we get involved?

Watch the 2020 Festival trailer now!
Go to YouTube and search

'Shakespeare Schools Festival 2020'.

Want to be part of One Night of Shakespeare? Registration for your school and
company costs just £998 (+VAT) with Coram SSF funding the other half of the
participation cost. You can sign up via the online form
on our website: www.shakespeareschools.org.

Still have questions about the Festival
process? Get in touch via our online

enquiry form:
www.shakespeareschools.org/contacts

https://youtu.be/ISokK1Smp6c

